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Join us at our June Mid-Sommer Picnic on Tuesday, June 21, at 6:00
PM at Island Lake Park in Shoreview. This year we will feature Kevin
Daely, Musical Ventriloquist (see http://revkev.net/). As usual, we’ll be
at Pavillion #2 with a beer and wine permit, music, kubb, and fun for
all! See page 6 inside for more information about what to bring and
what not to bring, and follow the flags for a good time!



Scandinavian Culture and News

St. Hans Aften - Midsummer Eve

The evening of June 23rd is celebrated as
Midsummernight Eve in Norway, and is also
known as 'St. Hans Aften' or 'Jonsok-kveld" de-
pending on where you are in the country. Huge
bonfires are burned as part of the celebrations. St.
Hans or Jonsok both reveal that the festival has
been named after St. John the Baptist, as the 24th
is his birthday according to the Festival Calendar
of the pre-Reformation church. As with so many
of the church festivals, it was introduced in order
to replace an old heathen festival on that same
date, thought to be the Summer Solstice or the
longest day of the year.

In Norway, the evening is celebrated with
partying, good food, music, dancing, and the
burning of huge bonfires. The burning of bonfires
has survived from heathen times, when it was
believed that the fire had special cleansing powers
and was also used to drive away evil powers,
witches included.

Medical herbs also had special powers at
Midsummernight and so did water. Dew that fell
during that night was believed to have healing
properties, particularly for ailments of the eyes.

Midsummernight Eve was a public holiday in
Norway until 1771, and has survived as a day off
in several communities to this day.

Old Muskego Church History

Old Muskego Church was erected by Norwe-
gian-American Lutherans near Waterford in the
Wind Lake area of Racine County, Wisconsin in
1844, four years before Wisconsin became a state.
It was originally built in the Muskego Settlement
near Racine, Wisconsin by Norwegian immigrant
settlers. The Muskego colony was important be-
cause it was the mother colony for those settlers
coming from Norway.

E. Hansen Heg, father of Civil War Hero Hans
Christian Heg, donated the land on which the
original church was built. After makeshift church
guarters, the new church was built of hand-hewn
red oak, so perfectly squared and smoothed, that
no mortar was needed. Black walnut was chosen
for the lofty pulpit, the double front doors and
interior columns.

Within the first year of construction, the con-
gregation called pioneer Lutheran minister Claus
Lauritz Clausen to serve as the first minister.
Clausen would be followed by Hans Gerhard
Stub, future Bishop of the Norwegian Lutheran
Church in America. The congregation made use
of the facility for 25 years, replacing the building
with a new church in 18609.

Principally through the efforts of historian
Hjalmar Holand, the Old Muskego Church was
purchased, taken apart, moved and re-assembled
in 1904 at Luther Seminary in Saint Paul, Minne-
sota. The Minnesota Historical Society dedicated
the church as a State Historical Site in 1963. It is
now listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.

Muskego’s story symbolizes the great Ameri-
can dream. Men and women forged successful
new lives in this land of opportunity, overcoming
trauma and tragedy through dedicated hard work.

Portions from: Wikipedia and the Viking
kv

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106

Synngve-Nordkap Lodge normally meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM At First Lutheran Church
463 Maria Avenue (at 8th Street East, 2 Blocks North of Metro State University)
Voice messages: 651-762-7872

Web Page: <http://synnovel.com>
Sons of Norway International: <http://www.sofn.com>

(See back cover for officers)
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Lodge News

§ Fra presidenten

: O Mai, O Mai, O Mai! Syttende Mai has come and gone, reminding us
§ of our heritage as Norwegian-Americans. | hope you all had an opportunity to
i celebrate, either by attending a sponsored event, or by corresponding with
i relatives in Norway or with fellow descendents of immigrants from Norway to
{ the New World. It is indeed wonderful to be aware of the traditions of our
§ ancestors and to be able to celebrate them. As | was working the food
{ booth at the Festival of Nations, | realized that many Norwegian-Americans are
{ not aware of their heritage. By promoting the activities of our Sons of Norway
# lodge, we can help raise that level of awareness. Please spread the word.

: Speaking of the Festival of Nations, I would like to say “Mange tusen takk!” to all who helped
§ with the Festival activities. It is my opinion, that it is essential for us to continue our participation in §
§ this worthwhile event. It does help to make people aware of our cultural heritage. :

: Congratulations to members who received certificates and pins for recruiting new members in
§ 2010. Yours was a job well done. It will be nice to have others receive these next year, when we will §
{ have reached our goal of 20 new members (or more). We are not there yet, so that does mean that we §
{ need to continue recruiting. Please invite relatives, friends, co-workers and neighbors to consider §
d joining Synngve-Nordkap lodge. :
: Our June lodge meeting, of course, takes place in the form of a picnic. Please look elsewhere in §
{ the Brevet for specific information about time, location, and what to bring. Several activities will be
d available for the children, so bring the kids and the grandkids. Please note the date, Tuesday June 21. §

: Traditionally, we have had a special lodge field trip in July. Recent excursions have been to the
i Hjemkomst celebration in Moorhead, to Vesterheim museum in Decorah IA and to the Norskwoods §
§ woodcarving center and Fjord horse farm near Cumberland, WI. The lodge board will be discussing
{ whether to have an excursion and will look at possible destinations. Your suggestions are most
i welcome. Please contact me or another board member with your ideas. :

See you at the picnic!

HELP WANTED: MAILING ASSISTANT

We are looking for someone to help with getting this newsletter out via US Mail each month. This job
entails updating (if necessary) the mailing list, printing the labels, filing for that month’s bulk mailing
at the USPS site and printing the receipt, picking up the printed Brevet at the nearest OfficeMax, and

helping to prepare the newsletter for mailing (assembly, labeling, and tabbing). It takes about four
hours total each month, including travel time. You would work with Beryl Boe and two other people
on the day/evening of preparation for mailing. If your home is available for that, it would be better
but not necessary.

Please call Dave Mutchler to volunteer or if you have questions, 651-484-8872.

HELP US KEEP TRACK OF OUR MEMBERS!

We have a very willing Sunshine person in Judy Cullen, but it is difficult for her to keep up
on sicknesses, deaths, operations, weddings, etc. If you have information about one of our
members for which a card is in order, or which should be shared, please call Judy at 651-
771-9891. -Thanks
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Lodge News

Board Meeting Minutes, May 3, 2011

Attendees: Ron Stow, Sharon Amann, Patty Carlson, Sue Halvorson, Trudi Johnson-Richards, Mary Beth and
David Mutchler, Kathy Stevens, and Susan Stow.

Old Business

The April lodge meeting was reviewed. Trudi Jonson-Richards reported on the recruitment of new members and
how to improve the process to gain more members. The opening for editor of the Brevet was discussed and how
best to fill the position. Ron reported on the District 1 Bowling Tournament. Partial applications for scholarships
have been received from four people. A committee of board members will interview the candidates when the
applications are complete. Ron announced that another lodge was chosen to participate in the Wilder study. Patty
Carlson presented an update on preparations for the Festival of Nations. Susan Stow detailed the Peer Gynt
dancers’ preparation for their appearance at the Festival of Nations and their upcoming May meeting.

New Business
Preparations for the May and June lodge meetings were discussed. Sytennde Mai activities were reviewed.
Presentation of cultural skills units at future meetings was discussed. Dave presented samples of lodge business
cards for discussion and possible revisions. Mary Beth presented a draft of a formal lodge budget that will be
further discussed at the June board meeting. A motion was made and seconded to reimburse for expenses that
have been incurred.

Submitted by: Sue Halvorson, Secretary

The next board of directors meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 7 at the home of President Ron
Stow, 103 Burlington St E, Stillwater.

Lodge Meeting Minutes, May 10, 2011
58 lodge members attended the May lodge meeting.

The minutes were approved as printed in the Brevet. Mary Beth Mutchler gave the treasurer’s report and noted

that the profit from the Festival of Nations was the smallest ever. Patty Carlson announced that left over

krumkake, fruit soup and lefse would be sold after the lodge meeting.

Lodge members Jean Kaluza and Kathy Sturre who passed away in April were eulogized by Mary Beth Mutchler

and Sheryl Hove respectively.

Ron highlighted the activities that will take place during the upcoming June lodge picnic on June 21 at Island Lake

Park.

Kathy Stevens presented membership recruiter awards to Chuck Draheim, Connie Chrissis, Eivind Heiberg,

Jeane Pearson, Kathy Carlson, Len Carlson, Lowell Helstedt, Ron Stow, Susan Stow and Trudi Johnson-Rich-

ards. Rod Hale presented sports medal awards to Don Halvorson, bronze Idrettsmerke; John Nordale, silver

Idrettsmerke; and Clayton Lance, gold Skimerke.

A display of chip carving containing items carved by Susan Stow’s father was set up to showcase this cultural skill.

Ron encouraged members to sign up on a list to indicate which cultural skills that they are pursuing or are

interested in pursuing.

Sheryl Hove gave a short language lesson. Ron made note of various activities that were occurring around the

Twin Cities and the state celebrating Syttende Mai.

Kari Tauring chronicled her appearance on “Alt for Norge” and illustrated it using clips from the show. Her

insights and infectious enthusiasm were enjoyed by all.

Thank you to Chuck and Jean Draheim, Gene Hanson, Lenore Jesness and Eunice Baker for the delicious treats.
Submitted by Sue Halvorson, Secretary
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Ingebretsen’s Scandinavian Flea Market

Thursday - Saturday
June 2,3, 4
9:00 - 5:00
1601 E. Lake St, Mpls, MN

Danish Day
Sunday, June 5

10:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Food, vendors, music, dancing
Danebo Center -3030 W. River Pkwy,
Minneapolis - call 612-729-3800

Nisswa Stammen
June 10 and 11
Nisswa, Minnesota
Outdoor Scandinavian dance & folk
music festival. For information
Nisswastammen.org

34th Annual Hjemkomst Fest
June 24,25 -10 AM - 5:30 PM
202 1st Ave. No.
Moorhead, Minnesota
$10 for all day
Experience the finest in Nordic
Entertainment, Scandinavian Arts,
Traditions and Culture

Check website: nordiccultureclubs.org

Saturday | Genealogy Group Meeting at Roseville Library | 10:00 AM
June4 | in Community Mtg. Room just inside main door. | to Noon
Fred Matson leading a session on Digital Arkivet.

Tuesday Synngve-Nordkap Board Meeting 7:00 PM

June7 At the home of Ron and Susan Stow, 103 Burlington to
St. E, Stillwater, for board members only. 9:00 PM
Saturday June Lodge Walk 10:00AM
June 18 Mississippi River Boulevard
See box below for more information.
Tuesday Mid-Summer Picnic & Pot Luck Supper 6:00 PM
June 21 Island Lake Park, Shoreview to
with musical ventriloquist Kevin Daely, brats Sunset +
(for sale), games, Jr. Dancers, and Maypole
See next page and cover for more information.
Sunday Norway Day 10:30 AM
July 10 Minnehaha Park, Minneapolis to 4:00
PM
July ??? Lodge Field Trip
Details TBD. See President’s letter on page 3.
Tuesday Synngve-Nordkap Board Meeting 7:00 PM
Sep. 6 Maplewood Library conference room; 3025 South- to
lawn Dr. (W side Maplewood Mall). 9:00 PM
Tuesday Synnove-Nordkap Social Event 7:00 PM
Sep 13 | “Life in Norway” with Eric Dregni, author of “In
Cod We Trust” & “Vikings in the Attic”
) 4
3 1 5% 1 6
6 % 7 ( 1 6 1
5 . ( 6
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6 6 1
- Rod Hale, 651-636-4284

Norway Day

Sunday, July 10, 2011 - Minneshaha Park,

Minneapolis, 10:30 AM-4:00 PM.

Entertainment, Food, Norwegian Heritage

-Sponsored by the Norwegian National
League of Minnesota.

Norwegian Language Classes
(1) “Norwegian In Five Minutes A Month” series. Class 6:30-7:00 PM
Tuesdays before lodge meetings. September 13: Lessons 24 & 25.

(2) “Norsk Nordmenn og Norge” Class 6:30-8:00 PM Thursdays, 1/mo.
Sun Ray Library, 2105 Wilson Ave., between McKnight Rd. &
Ruth St. Date: September 15: Chapter 22, p. 362.
For information, contact class co-facilitators: Sheryl Hove, 651-738-4908
or Crystal Bloecher, 651-774-8545.
New participants are invited to join the classes.

Mindekirken Events::
924 E. 21st St.
Minneapolis, MN 55404
(612) 874-0716

June 3: Choir concert with Baerunkoret,
6:30 PM, $10.00

June 7: Hans Olav Bratd— Local Food
Traditions in Norway

June 14: Special music program

with students of Melissa Culloton

Gammelgarden Museum
Scandia, MN

Midsommar Dag, Saturday, June 25
Meet Tor the Gammelgarden Tomte
Children’s Activites 10:30 to 12:30
Raising of the Majstang followed by

program and entertainers at 1:00
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Lodge News & Upcoming Events

June Event: Mid-Summer Celebration
Tuesday June 21, 2011, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Island Lake Park, Shoreview
: Pot luck supper starts at 6:30 :
§ Musical Ventriloquist Kevin Doely, Viking lawn game (Kubb), kids games, May Pole and Dancers

There will be brats for sale. The rest is potluck, so bring an item to share. The Pavilion is equipped
{ with electric outlets so you can bring crock pots, etc. :

Each attendee is responsible to bring his/her own plate(s), flatware, napkins, beverage.
We have a wine and beer permit, but NO GLASS BOTTLES PERMITTED.

Join us for a fun evening of games, entertainment, and dancing around the May Pole!
THERE WILL BE NO RAIN AGAIN THIS YEAR!

To get to Island Lake Park, take the Victoria exit from 694 and go south just a block or two to the
§ park entrance on the right. We have Shelter #2, which is the closest shelter to the lake in front of §
 you as you come in. Let the Norwegian flags and our lodge banner guide your way, or refer to the
{ map on the cover. :

Damp May Walk

Five members turned out for the May walk in the St. Anthony Park neightborhood of St. Paul. After a somewhat
rainy start, the weather improved to allow the umbrellas to be put away. The gardens in the neighborhood were
beautiful. We managed to find the Old Muskego Church on the Luther Semonary campus. Some repair work was
being done on it. Luckily for us, a Luther ermployee was showing the inside to a couple looking for a wedding venue
so we got a 15 minute look inside. Kathy .Stevens got a chance to "preach” from the pulpit (see photo) and the
balcony was investigated. Afterwards we had coffee at the Dunn Brothers down the street.

Thanks to Joanne Englund for the photos. -Rod Hale

Editor’s note: There is an article on &
the Old Muskego Church on page 2 of &=
this newsletter. =

Alt for Norge
We thank Kari Tauring for her interesting program at our May meeting.
Listening to her accounts and watching the video clips of her adventure was
a real treat.

We thank Kari for donating her latest musical CD, V6lva Songs EP, to the
lodge as a remembrance of her visit.
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Festival of Nations

Thank you to the members, friends, and family who wrked so hard for the Festival
of Nations. The meetings, shopping, set-up, food @paration, and the four days at
RiverCentre require many hands and many hours. Speal thanks to Pat Carlsonfor
leading this event, and to her sister Chris Kolstador her capable assistance.

Tusen takk! You are all appreciated!

The list of volunteers is long (and hopefully aoplete!):

Sharon Amann Rod Hale

Bob Barduson Gene Hanson

Lyle & Eunice Baker Millie Hartleben

Les & Meredith (Maf) Berg Dave Hegdahl

Crystal Bloecher Curt & JoAnn Hogenson
Beryl Boe Linda Holmstrom
Shirley & Don Brekke Sheryl Hove

David & Alyce Brekke Greg & Jan Hovland
Dana Carlson Iver Hustvedt

Kathy Carlson Lenore Jesness

Pat Carlson & sister Chris, brother Trudi Johnson-Richards
Tom, daughter Heather & boyfriend Judy Jourdan
Ryan, & nephew Geoffrey Hinde Kathy Kaluza

Millie Cardinal Claire Keller
Jack & Bev Dougherty Ron Kvaas
Linda Erickson Clayton & Char Lance

2011 Bottom Line
Receipts: $5551
Expenses: $3523
Profit: $2028

Down about $600
from last year to date,

Sherry Miller

Lisa Mutchler

Mary Beth & Dave Mutchler
LaRee & Loren Opdahl
Jeane Pearson

Lauren Pearson

Frank & Laura Sherman
Taffy Storck

Susan & Ron Stow

Axel Torvi

Andy & Jane Urness
Gary & Rosanna Wunrow
Russ Wylie

Dallas Zimmerman

Our thanks to Chris
Kolstad for these pictures.
Uffda!
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